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❖  We learn about weather and the seasons and that each season has 
different characteristics. A thermometer measures temperature.

❖  A calendar shows the days of the week and months of the year.

❖  The sun is a source of light and heat, and it casts shadows.

❖  Money is needed to buy goods and pay for services.

Other Ideas
❖  Stories can tell us who, what, when, and where.

❖  We learn to take care of ourselves and practice good hygiene.

❖  We know the name of our town and can recognize familiar natural 
and man-made features.
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Winter
Week 21 Planner

Welcome
Routine

Math Center, p.4
Use ordinal numbers to describe and  
predict patterns

Dramatic Play Center, p.9
Dress for different kinds of weather;  
record weather on calendar

Reading Center, p.14 
Discuss vocabulary words; Put symbol for 
weather on calendar

Dramatic Play Center, p.19 
Dress for different summer and winter 
activities; Put symbol for weather on calendar

Reading Center, p.24 
Discuss vocabulary words; Put symbol for 
day’s weather on calendar

Beginning
Reading

Let’s Read a Story 1, p.5 
Read and discuss Froggy Gets Dressed

Let’s Read a Story 1, p.15 
Read and discuss The Seasons of Arnold’s 
Apple Tree
Let’s Play 1A, p.15

Let’s Read and Predict 1, p.25  
Read and predict what will happen next in 
a story

Oral Language  
and Vocabulary

Let’s Play 1A, p.5 
Role-play dressing for winter
Let’s Speak and Listen 1C, p.5
Learn words related to weather and seasons

Let’s Speak and Listen 1C, p.10
Respond to commands using complete 
sentences

Let’s Speak and Listen 1C, p.20 
Answer questions about vocabulary using 
complete sentences

Let’s Play 1A, p.25 
Discuss characteristics of the seasons
Let’s Speak and Listen 1C, p.25 
Discuss how to use the toilet

Phonological 
Awareness

Let’s Learn Sounds 3, p.6 
Let’s Practice Sounds 3A, p.7
Learn /r/ and /k/

Let’s Learn Sounds 3, p.11 
Let’s Practice Sounds 3A&3C, p.12
Practice initial sounds /r/ and /k/,  
recognize other initial sounds and  
alliteration in words 

Let’s Learn about Sentences 3, p.16  
Let’s Practice 3A and 3C, p.17
Identify each word in a four-word phrase

Let’s Learn about Sounds 3, p.21 
Let’s Practice Sounds 3A and 3C, p.22  
Isolate and say the initial sound /r/ and /k/; 
review other initial sounds

Let’s Practice Sounds 3A, p.27 
Practice saying /m/ at the beginning of a 
word

Alphabet 
Knowledge

 Let’s Learn about Letters 3, p.26 
Let’s Practice Sounds 3A and 3C, p.27
Let’s Practice Naming Letters 3C, p.27
Review name and sound for M, review 
learned letter names

Beginning
Writing

Let’s Practice Writing 3B, p.7
Write “words” by leaving space between  
letter strings

Let’s Practice Writing 3B, p.12 
“Write” checks by making marks on checks

Let’s Practice Writing 3B, p.17 
Write “words” by leaving spaces between 
strings of letters or marks

Let’s Practice Writing 3B, p.22 
Write a list of what to buy at a store

Let’s Practice Writing 3B, p.27 
Write letters with lines

Math

Let’s Learn Math 4, p.7 
Let’s Practice Math 4A–4C, p.8
Learn there are seven days in a week, 
understand the meaning of one day on  
a calendar

Let’s Learn Math 4, p.12
Let’s Practice Math 4A–4C, p.13
Begin to learn the days of the week

Let’s Learn Math 4, p.17 
Let’s Practice Math 4A–4C, p.18
Say the names of the days of week in order

Let’s Learn Math 4, p.22
Let’s Practice Math 4A–4C, p.23
Learn how a calendar shows the days of 
week and name days of the week

Let’s Learn Math 4, p.27 
Let’s Practice Math 4A–4C, p.28
Practice saying the names of the days of the 
week in order

Social Studies/ 
Science

Let’s Learn Science 2, p.6
Understand that weather is the outside 
conditions and use the words “sunny,” 
“cloudy,” “rainy,” “snowy,” “cold,” “warm,” 
and “hot” to describe weather

Let’s Learn Social Studies 1, p.10
Let’s Play 1A, p.10
Learn that cash, checks, and credit  
cards are used to buy goods and pay  
for services

Let’s Learn Science 2, p.16 
Learn the names of the seasons and 
characteristics of summer and winter

Let’s Learn Social Studies 1, p.20 
Let’s Play 1A, p.20 
Learn about buying goods and services 
in stores and online, name examples of 
“goods” and “services”
Let’s Draw at the Art Table 1B, p.20 
Make a tree that represents summer or fall
Let’s Move 2, p.21
Observe characteristics of the seasons 
outdoors

Let’s Play 1A, p.25 
Role-play dressing for seasons
Let’s Learn Science 2, p.26 
Review names of seasons

Fine and
Gross Motor

Let’s Draw 1B, p.5 
Draw pictures of playing in the snow
Let’s Practice Writing 3B, p.7
Write “words” by leaving space between 
letter strings
Let’s Practice Math 4B, p.8
Draw pictures of daytime and nighttime 
activities

Let’s Draw 1B, p.10
Cut and glue strips of paper to  
make a pattern
Let’s Move 2, p.11
Ride toy vehicles (or play Mother,  
May I? or pretend to make snow angels)
Let’s Practice Writing 3B, p.12
“Write” checks by making marks on checks
Let’s Practice Math 4C, p.13
Learn to zip a zipper

Let’s Make Treats for Birds 1B, p.15  
Use a paintbrush
Let’s Practice 3B, p.17
Write “words” by leaving spaces between 
strings of letters or marks

Let’s Draw at the Art Table 1B, p.20  
Tear green or brown paper to make leaves 
for tree drawings
Let’s Move 2, p.21
Ride toy vehicles and observe characteristics 
of the seasons outdoors
Let’s Practice Writing 3B, p.22
Write a list of what to buy at a store
Let’s Practice Math 4C, p.23
Zip a zipper

Let’s Draw at the Art Table 1B, p.25  
Use modeling clay to make a snowman or 
snow fort
Let’s Practice Writing 3B, p.27 
Write letters with lines
Let’s Practice Math 4C, p.28
Play a rhythm on knees

Technology

Art

Let’s Draw 1B, p.5 
Draw pictures of playing in the snow
Let’s Practice Math 4B, p.8
Draw pictures of daytime and nighttime 
activities

Let’s Draw 1B, p.10  
Cut and glue strips of paper to make  
a pattern

Let’s Make Treats for Birds 1B, p.15  
Make bird feeders with bread, egg whites, 
and birdseed
Let’s Practice Math 4A, p.18 
Draw a picture of their favorite day of the week

Let’s Draw at the Art Table 1B, p.20  
Tear green or brown paper to make leaves 
and glue leaves to tree silhouette

Let’s Draw at the Art Table 1B, p.25 
Use modeling clay to make a snowman or 
snow fort
Let’s Practice Math 4B, p.28
Draw a picture of an activity

Social/Emotional 
Development

Let’s Practice Health and Safety 3C, p.7
Learn to wash hands before eating and  
after using the toilet

Let’s Practice Math 4C, p.13 
Learn to zip a zipper

Let’s Speak and Listen 1C, p.15 
Discuss how to brush teeth

Let’s Practice Math 4C, p.23 
Zip a zipper

Let’s Speak and Listen 1C, p.25 
Discuss how to use the toilet

ActivitiesActivities ActivitiesActivities

ActivitiesActivitiesActivitiesActivities

ActivitiesActivities ActivitiesActivities

ActivitiesActivities

ActivitiesActivities ActivitiesActivities

ActivitiesActivities ActivitiesActivities

ActivitiesActivities
Teacher-Led

Whole
Group

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group ActivitiesActivities

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group

ActivitiesActivities
Teacher-Led

Whole
Group

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group ActivitiesActivities

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group

ActivitiesActivities
Teacher-Led

Whole
Group

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group

ActivitiesActivities
Teacher-Led

Whole
Group

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group
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Welcome
Routine

Math Center, p.4
Use ordinal numbers to describe and  
predict patterns; Sing alphabet song

Dramatic Play Center, p.9
Dress for different kinds of weather; Put 
symbol for weather on calendar

Reading Center, p.14 
Discuss vocabulary words; record  
weather on calendar

Dramatic Play Center, p.19 
Dress for different summer and winter 
activities; record weather on calendar

Reading Center, p.24 
Discuss vocabulary words; record  
weather on calendar

Beginning
Reading

Let’s Read a Story 1, p.5 
Read and discuss Froggy Gets Dressed

Let’s Speak and Listen 1C, p.10
Respond to commands using complete 
sentences

Let’s Read a Story 1, p.15
Let’s Play 1A, p.15
Read, discuss, and role-play  
The Seasons of Arnold’s Apple Tree

Let’s Read and Predict 1, p.25  
Read and predict what will happen next  
in a story

Oral Language  
and Vocabulary

Let’s Play 1A, p.5 
Role-play dressing for winter
Let’s Speak and Listen 1C, p.5
Learn words related to weather and seasons

Let’s Speak and Listen 1C, p.20 
Answer questions about vocabulary  
using complete sentences

Let’s Play 1A, p.25 
Discuss characteristics of the seasons
Let’s Speak and Listen 1C, p.25 
Discuss how to use the toilet

Phonological 
Awareness

Let’s Learn about Sounds 3, p.6 
Let’s Practice Sounds 3A, p.7
Learn /r/ and /k/

Let’s Learn about Sounds 3, p.11 
Let’s Practice Sounds 3A and 3C,  
p.12 Practice the initial sounds /r/ and /k/, 
recognize other initial sounds, and recognize 
alliteration in words 

Let’s Learn Sentences 3, p.16  
Let’s Practice 3A&3C, p.17
Identify each word in a four-word  
phrase

Let’s Learn Sounds 3, p.21 
Let’s Practice Sounds 3A&3C, p.22  
Isolate and say the initial sound /r/  
and /k/; review other initial sounds

Let’s Practice Sounds 3A, p.27 
Practice saying /m/ at the beginning of  
a word

Alphabet 
Knowledge

 Let’s Learn Letters 3, p.26 
Let’s Practice Sounds 3A&3C, p.27  
Let’s Practice Naming Letters 3C, p.27 
Review name, sound, and writing M, review 
learned letter names

Beginning
Writing

Let’s Practice Writing 3B, p.7
Write “words” by leaving space between  
letter strings

Let’s Practice Writing 3B, p.12 
“Write” checks by making marks on checks

Let’s Practice Writing 3B, p.17 
Write “words” by leaving spaces between 
strings of letters or marks

Let’s Practice Writing 3B, p.22 
Write a list of what to buy at a store

Let’s Practice Writing 3B, p.27 
Write letters with lines

Math

Let’s Learn Math 4, p.7 
Let’s Practice Math 4A–4C, p.8
Learn there are seven days in a week, 
understand the meaning of one day on  
a calendar

Let’s Learn Math 4, p.12
Let’s Practice Math 4A–4C, p.13
Begin to learn the days of the week

Let’s Learn Math 4, p.17 
Let’s Practice Math 4A–4C, p.18
Say the names of the days of week  
in order

Let’s Learn Math 4, p.22
Let’s Practice Math 4A–4C, p.23
Learn how a calendar shows the days  
of week and name days of the week

Let’s Learn Math 4, p.27 
Let’s Practice Math 4A–4C, p.28
Practice saying the names of the days  
of the week in order

Social Studies/ 
Science

Let’s Learn Science 2, p.6
Understand that weather is the outside 
conditions and use the words “sunny,” 
“cloudy,” “rainy,” “snowy,” “cold,” “warm,” 
and “hot” to describe weather

Let’s Learn Social Studies 1, p.10
Let’s Play 1A, p.10
Learn that cash, checks, and credit cards are 
used to buy goods and pay for services

Let’s Learn Science 2, p.16 
Learn the names of the seasons and 
characteristics of summer and winter

Let’s Learn Social Studies 1, p.20 
Let’s Play 1A, p.20 
Learn about buying goods and  
services in stores and online, name 
examples of “goods” and “services”
Let’s Draw at the Art Table 1B, p.20 
Make a tree that represents summer or fall
Let’s Move 2, p.21
Observe characteristics of the seasons 
outdoors

Let’s Play 1A, p.25 
Role-play dressing for seasons
Let’s Learn Science 2, p.26 
Review names of seasons

Fine and
Gross Motor

Let’s Draw at the Art Table 1B, p.5 
Draw pictures of playing in the snow
Let’s Practice Writing 3B, p.7
Write “words” by leaving space between 
letter strings
Let’s Practice Math 4B, p.8
Draw pictures of daytime and nighttime 
activities

Let’s Draw 1B, p.10
Cut and glue strips of paper to  
make a pattern
Let’s Move 2, p.11
Ride toy vehicles (or play Mother,  
May I? or pretend to make snow angels)
Let’s Practice Writing 3B, p.12
“Write” checks by making marks on checks
Let’s Practice Math 4C, p.13
Learn to zip a zipper

Let’s Make Treats for Birds 1B, p.15  
Use a paintbrush
Let’s Practice 3B, p.17
Write “words” by leaving spaces between 
strings of letters or marks

Let’s Draw 1B, p.20 
Tear green or brown paper to  
make leaves for tree drawings
Let’s Move 2, p.21
Ride toy vehicles and observe  
characteristics of the seasons outdoors
Let’s Practice Writing 3B, p.22
Write a list of what to buy at a store
Let’s Practice Math 4C, p.23
Zip a zipper

Let’s Draw 1B, p.25  
Use modeling clay to make a snowman  
or snow fort
Let’s Practice Writing 3B, p.27 
Write letters with lines
Let’s Practice Math 4C, p.28
Slap to a rhythm on knees

Technology

Art

Let’s Draw at the Art Table 1B, p.5 
Draw pictures of playing in the snow
Let’s Practice Math 4B, p.8
Draw pictures of daytime and nighttime 
activities

Let’s Draw at the Art Table 1B, p.10  
Cut and glue strips of paper to decorate a 
mitten with a pattern

Let’s Make Treats for Birds 1B, p.15  
Make bird feeders with bread, egg whites, 
and birdseed
Let’s Practice Math 4A, p.18 
Draw a picture of their favorite day of the week

Let’s Draw 1B, p.20
Tear green or brown paper to make leaves 
and glue leaves to tree silhouette

Let’s Draw 1B, p.25
Use modeling clay to make a snowman  
or snow fort
Let’s Practice Math 4B, p.28
Draw a picture of an activity

Social/Emotional 
Development

Let’s Practice Health and Safety 3C, p.7
Learn to wash hands before eating and  
after using the toilet

Let’s Practice Math 4C, p.13 
Learn to zip a zipper

Let’s Speak and Listen 1C, p.15 
Discuss how to brush teeth

Let’s Practice Math 4C, p.23 
Zip a zipper

Let’s Speak and Listen 1C, p.25 
Discuss how to use the toilet

ActivitiesActivities ActivitiesActivities ActivitiesActivities

ActivitiesActivities ActivitiesActivities

ActivitiesActivities

ActivitiesActivitiesActivitiesActivities ActivitiesActivities

ActivitiesActivities ActivitiesActivities ActivitiesActivities

ActivitiesActivities ActivitiesActivities

ActivitiesActivities ActivitiesActivities ActivitiesActivities

ActivitiesActivities
Teacher-Led

Whole
Group

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group ActivitiesActivities

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group

ActivitiesActivities
Teacher-Led

Whole
Group

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group

ActivitiesActivities
Teacher-Led

Whole
Group

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group ActivitiesActivities

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group ActivitiesActivities

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group

ActivitiesActivities
Teacher-Led

Whole
Group

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group ActivitiesActivities

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group

ActivitiesActivities
Teacher-Led

Whole
Group

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group

ActivitiesActivities
Teacher-Led

Whole
Group

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group
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c Objects in different shapes and colors 
c Froggy Gets Dressed by Jonathan London
c Winter clothing and dolls and stuffed animals 

dressed in winter clothes
c Drawing materials, cotton balls, and white paint
c Poster 11 
c Pictures that illustrate weather (sunny, cloudy, 

etc.), Hands-On Learning Kit, Class calendar
c Hands-On Learning Kit, Pretend kitchen set and 

objects/pictures that begin with /r/ and /k/
c Writing materials and sentence strips
c Hands-On Learning Kit, Community puppet
c Hands-On Learning Kit, Pattern blocks
c Seven large pieces of paper

frost 

snow

snowballs

snowfall

snowman

Objectives Centers

MaterialsMaterials

Children are introduced to the seasons and weather. They learn 
that there are seven days in a week, and they isolate the initial 
sounds /r/ and /k/. 

VocabularyVocabulary

Oral Language and Vocabulary: Learn and use words 
associated with the seasons and weather. 

Science: Learn about weather and the terms “sunny,” “cloudy,” 
“rainy,” and “snowy.”  

Phonological Awareness: Isolate and identify the initial sounds 
/r/ and /k/.

Beginning Writing: Write, leaving space between words. 

Social and Emotional Development: Learn personal hygiene skills.

Math: Learn that there are seven days in a week. 

Ongoing Assessment: Teacher observes and questions.

Dramatic Play Center 1A: Provide winter clothes (e.g., scarves, 
mittens, jackets); dolls, stuffed animals dressed in winter clothes.

Art Center 1B&4B: Provide drawing materials, cotton balls, and 
white paint. For 4B, also provide sheets of paper folded in half.

Reading Center 1C&3A: Use Poster 11. For 3A, provide objects 
and pictures used for teaching /r/ and /k/ in whole group 3.

Writing Center 3B: Provide writing materials and sentence strips.

Dramatic Play Center 3C: Use the Hands-On Learning Kit, 
Community puppet.

Math Center 4A: Provide Hands-On Learning Kit, Class calendar, 
Pattern blocks.

Dramatic Play Center 4C: Provide seven large pieces of paper.

Open the Math Center. Display a few simple patterns and have  
children discuss them using “first,” “second,” “third,” and “fourth”  
and predict what is next in the pattern. Explain the day’s activities.

Week 21 Day 1

WinterWinter

   
 FOCUS
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For English Language Learners, 
point to the pictures as you read. 
Point to the snow and items of 
clothing and let the child say 
the names in his or her primary 
language. Repeat the names in 
English. Encourage children to 
repeat the names in English. 

For Activity 1B, pair Early Learners 
with children who have more 
advanced fine motor skills. Have 
the more advanced child dip 
the cotton balls and teach their 
partners how to do this neatly.

Whole Group 1

Let’s Read a Story
Introduction: This month, we are going to learn about the season of winter. In some 
places winter means lots of snow. What do you think winter is like? Today’s story is Froggy 
Gets Dressed. The author is Jonathan London. What do you see on the 
cover? (frog, bed, snow, title, name of author) Point to each item as a 
child names the item. What do you think this book is about? (a little 
frog who plays in the snow) Raise your hand if you have been out in 
the snow. What is snow like? (cold, wet, fun)

Read the book: As you read the book, discuss that when you come 
to the end of a line, you go to the beginning of the next line. Point out 
spaces between words.

Let’s Talk Together
Lead a discussion of the book using these questions:

 ❖ What does Mama Frog want Froggy to do? (sleep)

 ❖ How does Froggy feel when he sees the snow? (excited)

 ❖ Why did Froggy have to go back inside the house? (forgot to put on pants, shirt, 
coat, underwear)

 ❖ How does the story end? (Froggy is tired and goes back to sleep.)

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group

1A Let’s Play

Children role-play dressing for winter.

Have children move to the Dramatic Play Center. Have them dress for winter. They may 
also dress stuffed animals and dolls. Encourage them to talk about how to dress to go play 
in the snow. 

1B Let’s Draw

Children draw pictures related to snow and winter weather.

Have children move to the Art Center and draw a picture of Froggy or themselves playing 
in the snow. Have children dip cotton balls into white paint and add snowflakes.

1C Let’s Speak and Listen

Children work with the teacher to discuss the vocabulary words.

Have children move to the Reading Center and gather around LEAP Into School!TM Poster 11.  
Discuss these four vocabulary words on the poster: snow, snowballs, snowman, 
snowfall, and frost. I will tell you the names and something about the objects in the 
picture. Relate the vocabulary to the story Froggy Gets Dressed when appropriate. Then 
I want you to say the names and tell me about them. Accept any answers that are 
complete sentences and that name and tell about the object.

ActivitiesActivities

Explain center time and the routines. Describe each center and explain what 
children are to do in each center. Divide children into three equal groups, and 

rotate the groups through each center every 10 –15 minutes.

Early
Learner

London, Jonathan. 
Froggy Gets Dressed 
(Penguin, 1992).

flopped

pulled

tied

tugged

You can use the Story Structure cards 
on page R29 in Volume 1 to help you  
discuss this story.
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Whole Group 3

Let’s Learn Sounds
Use the kettle and roller from the Pretend kitchen set in the LEAP Into School!TM 
Hands-On Learning Kit and objects in the room that begin with /r/ and /k/ such as 
rectangle, red crayon, and kite. First introduce /r/, then introduce /k/. Hold up one 
object or picture at a time. Listen while I say the name of the object. Now say the 
name with me. The first sound is /r/. When you say /r/, your lips are apart and almost 
puckered. Your teeth are apart and the sides of your tongue are curled up almost 
touching your teeth. Make a little growling sound deep in your throat. Make a little 
sound: /r/. Watch my mouth while I say “radish” and /r/. Now say “radish” and /r/ 
with me.

Let’s say the first sound in each word. When I hold up an object, I will say the name 
and the first sound /r/. Then you say the name and the first sound /r/. Correct any 
errors that you hear. Children may extend the sound as long as they wish.  

Hold up a kite or an object or picture of an object with a name that begins with /k/. 
This is a kite. Say the name with me: kite. The first sound is /k/. When you say /k/, 
your lips are apart. Your teeth are almost touching. Your tongue is right behind your 
bottom teeth, and your tongue touches the back of the roof of your mouth. Force a 
little air out and don’t make a sound. Your tongue drops down but your mouth stays 
the same. Watch my mouth while I say “kite” and /k/. Now say “kite” and /k/ with me.

Let’s say the first sound in each word. When I hold up an object, I will say the name 
and the first sound /k/. Then you say the name and the first sound /k/. Correct any 
errors that you hear. 

Whole Group 2

Let’s Learn Science
Explain that when we talk about weather, we are describing the conditions outside. Is it hot 
or cold? Is it sunny or cloudy? Is it raining or snowing? Show pictures as you explain each 
type of condition: sunny, cloudy, rainy, snowy, cold, warm, and hot. Explain that the time of 
year influences the weather. Explain what the season is now and the kind of weather that is 
normal in your area. 

Show children the Class calendar from the LEAP Into School!TM Hands-On Learning Kit. 
Explain that they will keep track of the weather every day. Discuss today’s weather. Put a 
symbol on the calendar that represents today’s weather. Encourage children to use the 
word “weather.”

Transition the class to the next whole group activity. You may have to show 
children how to clean up in each center.

For English Language Learners, 
point to the object as you say its 
name in English and emphasize 
saying /r/ or /k/. Reteach the 
sounds if you hear children say  
/ruh/ or /kuh/.

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group
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3A Let’s Practice Sounds

Children practice saying /r/ and /k/ at the beginning of a word.   

Have children move to the Reading Center. Place the objects and pictures that you used for 
teaching /r/ and /k/ on the table. Have children sort the objects by sound into two groups. 
Check children’s groups. For each group, have each child say the names of the objects and 
then say the correct initial sound, /r/ or /k/.

3B Let’s Practice Writing

Children practice beginning writing.

Have children move to the Writing Center. Place sentence strips on the table. Direct children 
to write “words” on the sentence strips. Guide children to leave spaces between their words.

3C Let’s Practice Health and Safety

Children work with the teacher to practice personal hygiene.

Have children move to the Dramatic Play Center. Explain to a puppet from the Hands-On 
Learning Kit when to wash hands (e.g., before eating, after using the bathroom, when they 
are dirty). Show the puppet how to wash hands: rub hands with soap for 15 seconds, 
rinse, and dry. If you sing the “Happy Birthday” song while you are rubbing your hands with 
soap, then you will know you have washed long enough to get your hands really clean. 
Demonstrate singing the song while showing the puppet washing its hands.

If time permits, demonstrate hand washing at an actual sink with soap and give the 
children opportunities to practice at the sink.

Remind children about center time and the routines. Describe the centers 
to the class. Divide children into three equal groups, and rotate each of the 

groups through the centers every 10 –15 minutes.

For Activity 3A, pair English 
Language Learners together and 
older children with Early Learners. 
English Language Learners may 
need help with saying the names 
of the objects in English and then 
saying /r/ or /k/. 

ActivitiesActivities
Early

Learner

Early
Learner

Rest Time

Whole Group 4

Let’s Learn Math
Remind children that they learned about day and night. Ask children to tell what they 
remember about day (light, sun is out, go to school, play) and night (dark, moon, stars, 
go to bed). Show children the Class calendar from the LEAP Into School!TM Hands-On 
Learning Kit and explain that we use calendars to keep track of time. Show them the 
current day and date on the calendar. Explain that one full day and night together make 
one day on the calendar. After they go to bed tonight and get up in the morning, they 
will be on the next day of the calendar. 

Explain that one row on the calendar is one week. Explain that there are seven days in 
a week. Have children count the days with you: one, two, three, four, five, six, seven. 
Have children count again and tell you how many days are in a week. Praise their 
counting and understanding. 

English Language Learners may 
count in their primary language. 
Gesture as you teach to help them 
understand when new days begin.

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group
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Ongoing Assessment: 

Before you leave the classroom, reflect on the day’s lessons.  
Write the outcomes. 

 ❖ Can children name the words snow, snowballs, snowman, 
snowfall, and frost from Poster 11?

 ❖ Can children explain the meaning of weather? 

 ❖ Can children describe today’s weather?

 ❖ Can children isolate the initial sounds /r/ and /k/?

 ❖ Can children write a string of letters with spaces between their “words”?
 ❖ Can children wash their hands properly?

 ❖ Can children tell that there are seven days in a week?

4A Let’s Practice Math

Children practice counting the days of the week.

Have children move to the Math Center. Have children point to a row on the Class 
calendar from the LEAP Into School!TM Hands-On Learning Kit and count the days in a 
week. Encourage them to talk about going from day to day. If necessary, use pattern 
blocks from the LEAP Into School!TM Hands-On Learning Kit to create a one-to-one 
correspondence between the days of the week and seven blocks. 

4B Let’s Practice Math

Children draw a picture that represents an entire day.

Have children move to the Art Center. Place sheets of paper folded in half on the table. 
Have children draw a daytime activity on one half and a nighttime activity on the other 
half. Children’s drawings should take up the entire space on each half of the paper. Have 
children unfold the paper and emphasize that the paper shows a whole day.

4C Let’s Practice Math

Children work with the teacher to practice the passing of days.

Have children move to the Dramatic Play Center. Lay seven pieces of paper on the floor to 
represent the days in a week. Play the game Mother, May I? Give directions such as get up, 
eat breakfast, and go to bed. Children may only advance to the next square (the next day) 
after they get up from a night’s sleep. 

Remind children about center time and the routines. Describe the centers 
to the class. Divide children into three equal groups, and rotate each of the 

groups through the centers every 10 –15 minutes.

Closing: Gather the children as a whole group. Have children name the 
activities they liked best and what they learned. List their answers and review 

the topics with the children.

For Activity 4A, pair English 
Language Learners together and 
older learners with Early Learners. 
English Language Learners may 
count to seven in their primary 
language.

ActivitiesActivities

Early
Learner
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Week 21 Day 2

WinterWinter

c Hands-On Learning Kit, Class calendar, and dress-
up clothes for different kinds of weather. 

c Objects like food and clothing that can be bought 
and pictures of services like car repairs, haircuts, etc.

c Play money, credit cards, and checks 
c Colored paper, safety scissors, and glue
c Poster 11
c Toy vehicles and seven large pieces of paper
c Objects and pictures of objects with names that 

begin with /r/ and /k/
c Blank play checks and pencils
c Hands-On Learning Kit, Family counters and 

Community puppets
c Zippers

frost 

snow

snowballs

snowfall

snowman

MaterialsMaterials

Children learn to pay for goods and services in different ways. They 
also name the days of the week, recognize alliteration in words that 
begin with /r/ or /k/, and zip a zipper. 

VocabularyVocabulary

Objectives
Social Studies: Understand that goods and services may be 
purchased using different forms of payment.  

Oral Language and Vocabulary: Learn and use words 
associated with the seasons and weather.  

Phonological Awareness: Begin to recognize alliteration in 
words that begin with /r/ or /k/. 

Math: Learn the names of the days of the week in order.

Physical Development: Learn to zip zippers.

Ongoing Assessment: Teacher observes and questions.

Centers
Dramatic Play Center 1A&4C: Provide goods to sell; play 
money, credit cards, and checks. For Activity 4C, supply zippers.

Art Center 1B&3A: Provide colored paper, safety scissors, glue, 
and cutouts of mittens. For Activity 3A, provide objects and pictures 
of objects with names that begin with /r/ and /k/.

Reading Center 1C: Use Poster 11. 

Writing Center 3B: Provide blank play checks and pencils. 
Provide a completed check for children to mimic.

Math Center 4A: Provide Hands-On Learning Kit, Family 
counters. 

Social Studies Center 4B: Provide Hands-On Learning Kit, 
Community puppets.

Open the Dramatic Play Center. Encourage children to dress for different 
kinds of weather. After saying the Pledge of Allegiance, discuss today’s 
weather and put a symbol on the calendar that represents today’s weather. 

   
 FOCUS
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For English Language Learners, 
use exaggerated gestures as you 
discuss buying goods and services. 
Review the types of payment with 
children and ask them to identify 
each in their primary language and 
then in English.

For Activity 1A, pair English 
Language Learners together so 
that they can role-play. For Activity 
1C, use gestures and pointing 
when discussing the vocabulary 
words. Children may use their 
primary language, but encourage 
them to also say the vocabulary 
words in English.

Whole Group 1

Let’s Learn Social Studies
Introduction: Remind children that this month they are learning about the seasons, 
but they are also learning about other concepts including buying goods and services. 
Ask children to describe the items that their parents buy at stores. Show food items, 
clothing, and other objects. Explain these items are called “goods.” 

Show pictures that illustrate “services” that cost money (e.g., getting a car repaired, 
riding a bus, getting a haircut). Explain that some services cost money.

Explain that there are different ways to pay for goods and services. Explain the different 
payment methods: cash, checks, credit cards, or online payments. Explain that when we 
use credit cards and checks we are still paying for goods and services. 

Discuss with children how we pay for goods and services. Affirm the use of the words 
“credit card,” “check,” and “money.”

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group

1A Let’s Play

Children role-play buying and selling items in a store.

Have children move to the Dramatic Play Center. Provide the items used in whole group 
activity 1. Also provide play money, credit cards, and checks. Have them pretend to buy 
and sell items in a store. Encourage them to talk about using cash, checks, or credit cards. 

1B Let’s Draw

Children make a pair of mittens.

Have children move to the Art Center. Each child should draw a pair of mitten cutouts by 
tracing their hands. Have children cut strips of colored paper and glue the paper to two mitten 
cutouts. Guide children to make the patterns on their mittens match so that if they lose a 
mitten they can find the matching mitten. Encourage children to talk about wearing mittens 
when the weather is cold. Have children keep their mittens so that they can compare them 
with gloves in a later lesson. 

1C Let’s Speak and Listen

Children work with the teacher to practice vocabulary words.

Have children move to the Reading Center and gather around LEAP Into School!TM Poster 11.  
Review the vocabulary words snow, snowballs, snowman, snowfall, and frost. Say: 
Show me the [object]. Tell me about the [object]. Accept any answers that are complete 
sentences and that name and tell about the objects.

ActivitiesActivities

Explain center time and the routines. Describe each center and explain what 
children are to do in each center. Divide children into three equal groups, and 

rotate the groups through each center every 10 –15 minutes.  

Early
Learner
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Whole Group 2

Let’s Move
Have children ride toy vehicles to go to a “service station” for gasoline, oil changes, and 
auto repairs. Have them pretend to pay the service station attendant. 

Have other children pretend to make angels in the snow, or have them practice the days 
of the week by playing the game Mother, May I? To play the game, lay seven pieces of 
paper on the floor to represent the days of the week. Give directions such as get up, eat 
breakfast, and go to bed. Children may only advance to the next square (the next day) 
after they get up from a night’s sleep. 

Remind children of how to wash their hands when recess is over. 

Whole Group 3

Let’s Learn Sounds
Yesterday, you learned to say the sound /r/. When you say /r/, your lips are apart and 
almost puckered. Your teeth are apart and the sides of your tongue are curled up almost 
touching your teeth. Make a little growling sound deep in your throat. Make a little 
sound: /r/.

I will say a word. Then you say the word and the first sound. Use the words “rabbit,” 
“read,” and “run.” “Rabbit,” “read,” and “run” all start with /r/. Now we will play a game. 
I will say three words. You tell me the word that does not begin with /r/. Use these three 
sets of words: rot, ram, and led; rat, give, and rack; roll, catch, and reach. Now I will say a 
word that begins with /r/. When I call your name, you tell me a different word that begins 
with /r/. Use the words “road,” “rose,” “rag,” “rail,” and “ran.”

When you say /k/, your lips are apart. Your teeth are almost touching. Your tongue is 
right behind your bottom teeth, and your tongue touches the back of the roof of your 
mouth. Force a little air out and don’t make a sound. Your tongue drops down but your 
mouth stays the same. Watch my mouth while I say “kite” and /k/. Now say “kite” and 
“/k/” with me.

Repeat the alliteration exercise above for /k/. Use these three sets of words: kick, kale, 
and sad; buy, kit, and key; kite, man, and kid. Now I will say a word that begins with /k/. 
When I call your name, you tell me a different word that begins with /k/. Use the words 
“kick,” “key,” and “kit.” 

Transition the class to the next whole group activity. You may have to show 
children how to clean up in each center.

Use objects or pictures of objects 
for struggling children, Early 
Learners, and English Language 
Learners. English Language 
Learners may provide a word that 
begins with /r/ or /k/ in their own 
language. 

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group
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3A Let’s Practice Sounds

Children practice identifying words that begin with /r/ or /k/. 

Have children move to the Art Center. Place objects and pictures of objects with names 
that begin with /r/ and /k/ on the table. Have children place pictures of words that begin 
with /r/ in one pile and words that begin with /k/ in another pile. Encourage them to 
name the object and say the beginning sound as they sort the objects into two groups. 

3B Let’s Practice Writing

Children practice writing.

Have children move to the Writing Center. Place a completed play check on the table for 
children to use as a guide. Have children make marks on blank play checks. Have children 
practice writing their names on the correct line on the check.

3C Let’s Practice Sounds

Children work with the teacher to review initial sounds.

Have children move to the Reading Center. Use the words “mop,” “pan,” “tin,” “set,” “lap,” 
“dog,” “not,” “best,” “fish,” “rat,” and “quack.” For each word, say the word. Have children 
say the initial sound and name other words that begin with the same sound. 

Remind children about center time and the routines. Describe the centers 
to the class. Divide children into three equal groups, and rotate each of the 

groups through the centers every 10 –15 minutes.

For Activity 3C, change the task 
for English Language Learners. 
Say two words and ask them if 
the words begin with the same 
sound. You can do the same with 
Early Learners who struggle with 
producing words that begin with 
the same sound.

ActivitiesActivities

Early
Learner

Rest Time

Whole Group 4

Let’s Learn Math
Review that there are seven days in the week. Have children count as you point to 
each day in one week on the class calendar from the LEAP Into School!TM Hands-On 
Learning Kit. 

Explain that each day of the week has a name. Say the names as you point to each 
day on the calendar: Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday. 
Sing the days of the week to the song “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star.” Sing the song 
several times. 

Ask children to name activities they do on certain days (e.g., soccer practice on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays; family dinner on Saturday or Sunday; babysitter on Monday). Point to each 
day on the calendar as a child names a day. Tell children the days they go to school.

English Language Learners may 
say the days of the week in their 
primary language. Encourage 
English Language Learners to also 
say the days of the week in English. 

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group
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Ongoing Assessment: 

Before you leave the classroom, reflect on the day’s lessons.  
Write the outcomes. 

 ❖ Can children tell you different ways to pay for goods and services?

 ❖ Can children respond to commands using complete sentences?

 ❖ Can they recognize alliteration in words that begin with /r/ and /k/?

 ❖ Can they name the days of the week in order?

 ❖ Can they zip a zipper?

4A Let’s Practice Math

Children practice saying the names of the days of the week. 

Have children move to the Math Center. Place family counters from the LEAP Into 
School!TM Hands-On Learning Kit on the table. Have children work with a partner to make 
groups of seven counters. Guide children to place the counters in a row and then touch 
each counter while counting: “one, two, three . . .” Then have children touch the counters 
while saying the days of the week: “Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday . . .”

4B Let’s Practice Math

Children practice saying the names of the days of the week.

Have children move to the Social Studies Center. Have children use the Community puppets 
from the LEAP Into School!TM Hands-On Learning Kit to name a day of the week and tell 
something fun they can do on that day. 

4C Let’s Practice Math

Children work with the teacher to say the names of the days of the week and 
practice with zippers. 

Have children move to the Dramatic Play Center. Have them sing the days of the week to 
the song “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star.” Demonstrate how to zip a zipper. If you only have 
one zipper, have children pretend to zip a zipper during this exercise. Say a day of the week. 
Yeah! Zip a zipper. What day comes after Sunday? (Monday) Zip a zipper. Say the days of the 
week with me: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday. Zip a zipper. 
Name a day when you go to school. Zip a zipper. 

Remind children about center time and the routines. Describe the centers 
to the class. Divide children into three equal groups, and rotate each of the 

groups through the centers every 10 –15 minutes.

Closing: Gather the children as a whole group. Have children name the 
activities they liked best and what they learned. List their answers and review 

the topics with the children.

Pair English Language Learners 
together and older children with 
Early Learners.

ActivitiesActivities

Early
Learner
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frost 

snow

snowballs

snowfall

snowman

Objectives Centers

MaterialsMaterials

Children continue to learn about the seasons, weather, and the days 
of the week. They also retell a story and learn to segment phrases by 
tapping for each one-syllable word in the phrase. 

VocabularyVocabulary

Oral Language and Vocabulary: Learn and use words 
associated with the seasons and weather. 

Beginning Reading: Retell a story in sequence. 

Social and Emotional Development: Show independence by 
using basic personal hygiene skills.   

Science: Learn about the four seasons and their characteristics.

Phonological Awareness: Segment four-word phrases into four 
one-syllable words. 

Beginning Writing: Write by leaving spaces between “words.”

Math: Practice saying the names of the days of the week. 

Ongoing Assessment: Teacher observes and questions.

Dramatic Play Center 1A&4B: Provide props (in four season 
stations around the room) from scenes in today’s book. For 
Activity 4B, provide seven large pieces of paper.

Art Center 1B: Provide bread, egg whites, birdseed, wide 
paintbrushes, and string.

Science Center 1C: Use a toothbrush, toothpaste, and a 
Community puppet from the Hands-On Learning Kit.

Art Center 3A&4A: Provide pictures that can be described with 
four-word phrases. For Activity 4A, provide drawing materials. 

Writing Center 3B: Provide writing materials.

Week 21 Day 3

WinterWinter

c Hands-On Learning Kit, Class calendar, and 
Poster 11 

c The Seasons of Arnold’s Apple Tree by Gail Gibbons 

c Props to role-play scenes from the book

c Bread, egg whites, birdseed, wide paintbrushes, 
and pieces of string

c Hand puppet, toothpaste, and toothbrush

c Objects and pictures that represent summer and 
winter; two clear plastic jars 

c Pictures that can be described with four-word 
phrases

c Drawing and writing materials 

c Seven large pieces of paper

Open the Reading Center. Have children look at the pictures on Poster 11 
and discuss the vocabulary words snow, snowballs, snowman, snowfall, 
and frost. Discuss the day’s weather and put the appropriate symbol on the 
Class calendar. Name the day of the week and point to it on the calendar. 

   
 FOCUS
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For English Language Learners, 
point to the pictures as you read. 
Children may say the names 
of the seasons in their primary 
language. They may discuss the 
activities shown for each season 
in their primary language.

For Activity 1C, help English 
Language Learners by drawing a 
flowchart of the brushing process. 
Draw steps that show squeezing 
toothpaste onto the brush, placing 
the brush in your mouth, brushing 
the teeth, rinsing, and repeating 
for at least two minutes.

Whole Group 1

Let’s Read a Story
Introduction: Today’s story is The Seasons of Arnold’s Apple 
Tree and the author is Gail Gibbons. What do you see on the 
cover? (a boy, an apple tree, flowers, hills) Point to each part of 
the cover as the child names each part. This story is about the 
seasons. You have learned about fall. Now you will learn more. 
Listen carefully. After I read the story to you, you will tell me the  
story in order. What does it mean to tell a story in order? 

Read the book: As you read the book, discuss how a story has a  
sequence or order. Explain that the sequence of this book are  
the seasons.

Let’s Talk Together
Lead a discussion of the book using these questions:

 ❖ How does Arnold feel about the apple tree? (it is his friend, loves the tree)

 ❖ What did Arnold build in the tree in the summer? (a treehouse)

 ❖ What does the tree look like in the fall? (golden leaves)

As I show you the pictures, tell me the story in order.

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group

1A Let’s Play

Children role-play the four seasons.

Have children move to the Dramatic Play Center. Place props that represent scenes 
from The Seasons of Arnold’s Apple Tree in four stations (one station for each season). 
Have children move to the four stations to role-play the scenes in the book.

1B Let’s Make Treats for Birds

Children make a hanging treat for birds.

Have children move to the Art Center. Have them brush each side of a piece of bread with 
egg whites and sprinkle on birdseed. After the birdseed treat dries, use string to hang the 
bread in the trees around the school. 

1C Let’s Speak and Listen

Children work with the teacher to describe teeth brushing.

Have children move to the Science Center. Explain to a Community puppet that everyone 
needs to brush his or her teeth for two minutes in the morning and for two minutes before 
bed at night. Ask children to tell the puppet when they brush their teeth and the steps they 
follow. Encourage children to brush their teeth without being told.

ActivitiesActivities

Explain center time and the routines. Describe each center and explain what 
children are to do in each center. Divide children into three equal groups, and 

rotate the groups through each center every 10 –15 minutes.

Gibbons, Gail. The Seasons  
of Arnold’s Apple Tree 
(Houghton Mifflin Harcourt,  
1984).

Early
Learner

blossom

branch

cider

wreath

You can use the Story Structure cards  
on page R29 in volume 1 to help you  
discuss this story.
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Whole Group 3

Let’s Learn Sentences
Remind children that they have tapped for words before. Model tapping each word as 
you say the sentence “I like to play” by tapping your wrist, your elbow, your shoulder, 
and your head. 

I will say a phrase. Then you will say the phrase with me and tap for each word. Listen: 
The rain falls down. Say it with me and tap with me: The rain falls down.  
(Tap wrist, tap elbow, tap shoulder, tap head.)

Repeat the exercise above with these three phrases: new leaves in spring, brown leaves 
in fall, and snow is quite cold.

Now I will say a phrase. You will repeat the phrase and tap each word by yourselves.

Use these four phrases: spring brings new life, swim on hot days, laugh at good jokes, 
and wear boots in rain.

Provide extra modeling for English Language Learners and Early Learners. 

Whole Group 2

Let’s Learn Science
Remind children that they heard a story about the seasons. Show the pictures in the book 
The Seasons of Arnold’s Apple Tree as you talk about each season. 

Have children memorize the names of the seasons: spring, summer, fall, and winter. Have 
children say the names of the seasons several times with you. 

Use pictures and clothing to illustrate the characteristics of summer and winter. Use two 
plastic jars to represent summer and winter. Have children put objects and pictures related 
to summer in one jar and objects and pictures related to winter in the other jar. 

Transition the class to the next whole group activity. You may have to show 
children how to clean up in each center.

For English Language Learners, 
pause slightly between words.

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group
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3A Let’s Practice

Rest Time

Whole Group 4

Let’s Learn Math
Review the concept of a “week,” the number of days in a week, and the names of the 
days. Have children say the names of the days with you several times or sing the names of 
the days to the song “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star.” Play games such as having them whisper 
the names, say the names quickly, or say the names slowly. Have them clap for each day 
of the week. Call on volunteers who think they can say the names of the days of the week 
in order.

Children practice segmenting phrases.   

Have children move to the Art Center. Show them pictures that can be described with phrases 
or sentences made up of four one-syllable words. Have children take turns saying words 
about a picture. Form the phrase or sentence from their words and say it. Then have children 
say the phrase or sentence as they tap their wrist, elbow, shoulder, and head.

3B Let’s Practice Writing

Children practice beginning writing.

Have children move to the Writing Center. Have them write “words.” Tell them to make 
marks or letters to represent a word, leave a space, and make more marks or letters to 
represent another word.

3C Let’s Practice

Children work with the teacher to practice segmenting phrases.

Have children move to the Reading Center. Have them tap words to the following 
phrases: rake leaves in fall, plant bulbs in spring, sit in the shade, see the blue eggs, 
and play in the snow.

Remind children about center time and the routines. Describe the centers 
to the class. Divide children into three equal groups, and rotate each of the 

groups through the centers every 10 –15 minutes.

If you have at least seven Early and 
English Language Learners, then 
assign each one to be a day of the 
week. Then have them stand up in 
order as you call out each one. 

Pair English Language Learners 
together and older children with 
Early Learners. Encourage English 
Language Learners to mimic the 
other children.  

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group

ActivitiesActivities
Early

Learner

Early
Learner
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Ongoing Assessment: 

Before you leave the classroom, reflect on the day’s lessons.  
Write the outcomes. 

 ❖ Can children retell a story in sequence?

 ❖ Can children describe how to properly brush their teeth and tell how 
often their teeth should be brushed?

 ❖ Can they name the four seasons and describe at least one 
characteristic for summer and one for winter?

 ❖ Can they segment a four-word phrase?

 ❖ Can they write by leaving space between “words”?
 ❖ Can they name the days of the week in order?

4A Let’s Practice Math

Children practice using the names of the days of the week.

Have children move to the Art Center. Have each child choose his or her favorite day of the 
week. Have children draw a picture of something they do on that day that makes it their 
favorite. Have children write the name of the day on their paper using invented spelling.

4B Let’s Practice Math

Children practice saying the names of the days of the week in order.

Have children move to the Dramatic Play Center. Have them place seven pieces of paper 
in a row on the rug. Have each child take a turn stepping on each piece of paper while 
saying or singing the names of the days of the week in order.

4C Let’s Practice Math

Children work with the teacher to practice saying the names of the days of the week.

Have children move to the Math Center. Call on volunteers to say the names of the days 
of the week in order. Correct errors by starting with Sunday and having children say the 
names with you. Repeat the names before and after the error. Help children self-correct by 
singing the names of the days to the song “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star.”

Remind children about center time and the routines. Describe the centers 
to the class. Divide children into three equal groups, and rotate each of the 

groups through the centers every 10 –15 minutes.

Closing: Gather the children as a whole group. Have children name the 
activities they liked best and what they learned. List their answers and review 

the topics with the children.

Pair English Language Learners 
together and older learners with 
Early Learners. English Language 
Learners may say the names 
of the days of the week in their 
primary language.

ActivitiesActivities

Early
Learner
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Week 21 Day 4

WinterWinter

c Hands-On Learning Kit, Class calendar, and 
summer and winter dress-up clothes

c Computer to model online payments 

c Items that can be bought in a store and play 
money, credit cards, and checks

c Green, orange, red, and brown paper; and glue

c Poster 11

c Toy vehicles

c Objects and pictures beginning with /r/ and /k/ 
and others

c Drawing and writing materials

c Calendar pages and markers or crayons (7 colors)

c Zippers or clothing with zippers

frost 

snow

snowballs

snowfall

snowman

MaterialsMaterials

Children continue to learn about the weather, seasons, the calendar, 
and ways to pay for goods and services. They also isolate /r/ and /k/ 
in classroom activities. 

VocabularyVocabulary

Objectives
Social Studies: Understand that goods and services may be 
purchased using different forms of payment.  

Oral Language and Vocabulary: Learn and use words associated 
with seasons and weather.  

Phonological Awareness: Isolate initial /r/ or /k/ in classroom 
activities.

Math: Learn how the calendar shows the days of the week.

Physical Development: Learn to zip zippers.

Ongoing Assessment: Teacher observes and questions. 

Centers
Dramatic Play Center 1A: Provide goods to sell and play 
money, credit cards, and checks. 

Art Center 1B&4A: Provide brown, orange, red, and green paper; 
silhouettes of trees; and glue. For Activity 4A, supply drawing materials. 

Reading Center 1C: Use Poster 11. 

Art Center 3A: Provide objects and pictures of objects with 
names that do and do not begin with /r/ and /k/.

Writing Center 3B: Provide writing materials.

Math Center 4B: Provide seven different colors of markers or 
crayons and calendar pages.

Dramatic Play Center 4C: Use Hands-On Learning Kit, Class 
calendar and zippers or clothing with zippers.

   
 FOCUS

Open the Dramatic Play Center. Have children dress for different activities 
done in the summer and winter and then role-play. Then discuss today’s 
weather and put a symbol on the Class calendar that represents the weather.
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For English Language Learners, 
use exaggerated gestures as 
you discuss buying goods and 
services and paying with cash, 
check, credit card, or buying 
goods or a service online.

For Activity 1A, pair English 
Language Learners together so that 
they can role-play. For Activity 1C, 
use gestures and pointing. Children 
may use their primary language, 
but encourage them to also say 
the vocabulary words in English. 

Whole Group 1

Let’s Learn Social Studies
Introduction: Review the concept of “goods.” Ask children to give examples of items 
that are bought at stores. Review the concept of “services.” Ask children to give examples 
of services that cost money.

Review that there are different ways to pay for goods and services. Explain how cash, 
checks, and credit cards are used. Explain that when we use credit cards and checks we 
are still paying for goods and services.

Use a computer to model buying and paying online. Ask children to name something 
they want to buy like a toy or book. 

Discuss with children that even though they do not see a form of payment being physically 
handed from one person to another, the person is paying for goods or a service.

You might conclude this lesson by explaining that many people buy goods online. It is easy 
to do and sometimes easy to do by accident. Stress that they should not go to an online 
store without their parent or another adult.

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group

1A Let’s Play

Children role-play buying and selling in a store.

Have children move to the Dramatic Play Center. Provide items that can be bought such as 
food or clothing. Also provide play money, credit cards, and checks. Have them pretend to buy 
and sell items in a store. Encourage them to talk about using cash, checks, or credit cards.

1B Let’s Draw

Children model a tree in different seasons.

Have children move to the Art Center. Have them draw an outline of a tree and tear 
colored pieces of paper and glue the pieces to the outline. They should show a tree in 
summer or fall. For fall, they can glue the leaves at the bottom of the tree to show 
leaves on the ground. 

1C Let’s Speak and Listen

Children work with the teacher to practice vocabulary.

Have children move to the Reading Center and gather around LEAP Into School!TM Poster 11.  
Review the vocabulary words snow, snowballs, snowman, snowfall, and frost. Ask 
questions about the words like What is [object]? Accept any answers that are complete 
sentences and that name and tell about the vocabulary words.

ActivitiesActivities

Explain center time and the routines. Describe each center and explain what 
children are to do in each center. Divide children into three equal groups, and 

rotate the groups through each center every 10 –15 minutes.  

Early
Learner
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Whole Group 2

Let’s Move
Have children ride toy vehicles and go to a “service station” for gasoline, oil changes, and 
auto repairs. Have them pretend to pay the service station attendant or the repair person. 

Have children walk around the play yard and point out characteristics of the season.  
For example, in the winter they can find trees and plants with no leaves, and they may 
talk about how the hungry birds eat at the birdfeeders.  

Remind children of how to wash their hands when recess is over. 

Whole Group 3

Let’s Learn Sounds
You have learned to say the sounds /r/ and /k/. When you say /r/, your lips are apart 
and almost puckered. Your teeth are apart and the sides of your tongue are curled up 
almost touching your teeth. Make a little growling sound deep in your throat. Make a 
little sound: /r/.

Hold up a rock or other object with a name that starts with /r/. Say the word and have 
children repeat the word and say /r/. Name classroom activities that begin with /r/ 
(e.g., recess). Say the word and have children repeat the word and say /r/. 

Hold up a key or other object with a name that begins with /k/. This is a key. Say the 
name with me: key. The first sound is /k/. When you say /k/, your lips are apart. Your 
teeth are almost touching. Your tongue is right behind your bottom teeth, and your 
tongue touches the back of the roof of your mouth. Force a little air out and don’t make 
a sound. Your tongue drops down but your mouth stays the same. Watch my mouth 
while I say “key” and /k/. Now say “key” and /k/ with me.

Let’s say the first sound in each word. When I hold up an object, I will say the name and 
the first sound /k/. Then you say the name and the first sound /k/. Correct any errors 
that you hear. 

Name classroom activities that begin with /k/ (e.g., kicking a ball). Say the word, then 
have children repeat the word and say /k/. If you have too few activities that begin with 
/k/, use objects and pictures.

Transition the class to the next whole group activity. You may have to show 
children how to clean up in each center.

Have English Language Learners 
watch your mouth and do the 
best they can to pronounce the 
words and sounds. Use gestures 
to explain the meanings of the 
objects and activities. Reteach /k/ 
if children say /kuh/.

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group
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3A Let’s Practice Sounds

Rest Time

Whole Group 4

Let’s Learn Math
Use the Class calendar from the LEAP Into School!TM Hands-On Learning Kit. Teach how 
the calendar is organized to show weeks and the days of the week. Explain that the 
calendar follows a pattern. Each row across is a “week.” There are seven days in a 
week. There are seven columns across the calendar. The first column is always Sunday 
(or Monday, depending on the calendar that you are using). Have children name the 
days of the week as you point to each column.

Check children’s understanding by pointing to a column and asking, What day of the 
week is this?

Model how to use a calendar by marking off the days. Talk about the day of the week 
that was yesterday and write an X through the day on the calendar to show that the 
day has passed. Talk about Friday being the last day of school before the weekend. 
Count the days left until Friday and Saturday. 

Children practice identifying words that begin with /r/ or /k/. 

Have children move to the Art Center. Put objects or pictures of different objects on a 
table, including those with names that begin with /r/ or /k/. Have children choose the 
objects or pictures with names that begin with /r/ or /k/.

3B Let’s Practice Writing

Children practice writing a list.

Have children move to the Writing Center. Have them make lists of what they need to buy at 
the store. Children will be making marks and scribbles, but encourage them to write letters if 
they are able.

3C Let’s Practice Sounds

Children work with the teacher to review initial sounds.

Have children move to the Reading Center. Use the words “mitten,” “pick,” “talk,” “snow,” 
“laugh,” “dig,” “not,” “boot,” “food,” “rice,” and “quick.” For each word, say the word. Have 
children say the word and the initial sound. 

Remind children about center time and the routines. Describe the centers 
to the class. Divide children into three equal groups, and rotate each of the 

groups through the centers every 10 –15 minutes.

English Language Learners may 
say the names of the days of the 
week in their primary language. 
Encourage English Language 
Learners to also say the names of 
the days in English. 

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group

For Activity 3C, pair English 
Language Learners together and 
English speakers together. Have 
them practice the initial sounds 
of the words. 

ActivitiesActivities

Early
Learner
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Ongoing Assessment: 

Before you leave the classroom, reflect on the day’s lessons.  
Write the outcomes. 

 ❖ Can children describe different ways to pay for goods and services?

 ❖ Can they name examples of goods and services?

 ❖ Do children understand how buying online is like buying in a store?

 ❖ Do they use vocabulary words and complete sentences to answer 
questions?

 ❖ Can they isolate /r/ and /k/ in activities and names of objects?

 ❖ Can children write a list?

 ❖ Can they locate the days of the week on a calendar?

 ❖ Can children zip a zipper?

4A Let’s Practice Math

Children talk about a day of the week.

Have children move to the Art Center. Assign each child a partner. Have children choose a 
day, Saturday or Sunday. Then have children tell their partners their favorite thing to do on 
that day. The partner must draw the other child’s favorite activity and label it. Children give 
the picture they drew to their partner. 

4B Let’s Practice Math

Children practice identifying the days of the week on a calendar.

Have children move to the Math Center. Have them use seven different colors to color the 
columns on a calendar that stand for the different days of the week. Have them name the 
day of the week as they color. 

4C Let’s Practice Math

Children work with the teacher to practice the days of the week and zipping. 

Have children move to the Dramatic Play Center. Use the Class calendar from the LEAP Into 
School!TM Hands-On Learning Kit. Show me the column for Sunday on the calendar. Yeah! 
Zip a zipper. What day comes after Sunday? (Monday) Show me Monday on the calendar. 
Zip a zipper. Continue having children show you a day of the week on the calendar and then 
zipping a zipper.

Remind children about center time and the routines. Describe the centers 
to the class. Divide children into three equal groups, and rotate each of the 

groups through the centers every 10 –15 minutes.

Closing: Gather the children as a whole group. Have children name the 
activities they liked best and what they learned. List their answers and review 

the topics with the children.

Pair English Language Learners 
together and older learners with 
Early Learners. English Language 
Learners may use their primary 
language to name the days of 
the week. 

ActivitiesActivities

Early
Learner
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frost 

snow

snowballs

snowfall

snowman

Objectives Centers

MaterialsMaterials

Children name the days of the week and the seasons and review 
the shape and sound for the letter Mm. Children also begin to 
predict what will happen next in a story. 

VocabularyVocabulary

Oral Language and Vocabulary: Learn and use words 
associated with the seasons and weather. 

Beginning Reading: Begin to predict story events. 

Social and Emotional Development: Show growing 
independence by using the toilet and washing their hands.  

Science: Review the names of the seasons.

Alphabet Knowledge: Review writing uppercase letter M. 

Beginning Writing: Use lines to make letters.

Math: Review the names of the days of the week in order. 

Ongoing Assessment: Teacher observes and questions. 

Dramatic Play Center 1A: Provide seasonal dress-up clothes. 

Art Center 1B&4B: Provide modeling clay. For Activity 4B, 
provide drawing materials.

Social Studies Center 1C: Hands-On Learning Kit puppet.

Reading Center 3A: Provide objects that begin with /m/ and 
/b/, /d/, /l/, /n/, and /p/.

Writing Center 3B: Provide B, D, F, L, M, N, P, S, and T from 
Learning Cards, Set 1 (alphabet cards) and writing materials.

Letter Center 3C: Provide B, D, F, L, M, N, P, S, and T from 
Learning Cards, Set 1 (alphabet cards).

Math Center 4A: Provide seven different colored pieces of paper 
with the day of the week written on each. Then color in seven dates 
on a calendar page using the same color scheme. 

Week 21 Day 5

WinterWinter

c Hands-On Learning Kit, Class calendar, 
Community puppet, Poster 11

c Book about seasons that has not been read 
aloud, dress-up clothes used in different seasons

c Modeling clay, writing and drawing materials

c Pictures of the seasons, two clear plastic jars 

c Learning Cards, Set 1 (alphabet cards), objects 
that begin with /m/

c Calendar pages and seven different colored 
pieces of paper labeled with a day of week

c Writing and drawing materials

Open the Reading Center. Provide Poster 11 and have children discuss the 
vocabulary words snow, snowballs, snowman, snowfall, and frost. Discuss 
the day’s weather and put the appropriate symbol on the Class calendar.

   
 FOCUS
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Use a story that children have 
not yet heard. The story can be 
about a season or the seasons. 
You may also use a story about 
a child learning to use the toilet 
by himself or herself. For English 
Language Learners, point to the 
pictures and gesture as you read. 

Pair English Language Learners 
together for Activity 1C. English 
Language Learners may use the 
words for “toilet,” “bathroom,” 
“wiping,” “flushing,” and “washing 
hands” in their primary languages.  

Whole Group 1

Let’s Read and Predict
Introduction: Remember that our theme is Winter. It is one of the seasons that we’ve 
learned about. Today, we are going to read a book about the seasons. Remember there 
are four: winter, spring, summer, and fall. Show children a book about the seasons that 
has not yet been read aloud. Introduce the story by showing and discussing the cover 
of the book. Explain to children that as you read the story, they are going to predict what 
happens next in the story. 

Read the book: Read the story. Talk out loud as you use the words and the pictures 
on the page(s) to predict what will happen after you turn to the next page. Read and 
then think out loud about whether your prediction came true. Model how to make a 
prediction and how to check the prediction one more time. Now have children use the 
words and pictures to predict what will happen on the next turned page. After you read 
the next page, have children discuss whether their prediction came true. 

Lead a discussion of the book by asking comprehension questions about the book. 

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group

1A Let’s Play

Children role-play dressing according to the season.

Have children move to the Dramatic Play Center. Have them dress for the different 
seasons. Encourage children to discuss the characteristics of the season as they dress 
and role-play.

1B Let’s Draw

Children make objects related to winter.

Have children move to the Art Center. Have them use modeling clay to make a snowman 
or snow fort and snowballs. Encourage children to talk about snow and cold. 

1C Let’s Speak and Listen

Children work with the teacher to discuss personal hygiene.

Have children move to the Social Studies Center. Have the hand puppet voice concern 
about using the toilet by himself or herself. Have children tell the puppet about using the 
toilet, wiping, and flushing by themselves and washing their hands after they use the toilet. 
Contribute missing information. 

ActivitiesActivities

Explain center time and the routines. Describe each center and explain what 
children are to do in each center. Divide children into three equal groups, and 

rotate the groups through each center every 10 –15 minutes.

Early
Learner
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Whole Group 3

Let’s Learn Letters
Use objects from the LEAP Into School!TM Hands-On Learning Kit and objects in the 
room with names that begin with /m/ such as mug or map. Let’s review the letter and 
sound for the letter M. This is a mug. “Mug” starts with /m/. Say /m/ by holding your 
lips together and humming. Say “mug” with me: mug. Say /m/ with me: /m/. When I 
hold up an object, I will say the name and the first sound /m/. Then you say the name 
and the first sound /m/. Correct any errors that you hear. Children may extend the 
sound as long as they wish.  

Show children letter card Mm from LEAP Into School!TM Learning Cards, Set 1 (alphabet 
cards). Remember, this is the letter M. The letter M stands for /m/. Watch as I write M 
in the air. I put my arm straight up in the air and point with my pointer finger and middle 
finger. I pull straight down, and stop. I go over a little, pull straight down, and stop. Now 
I go back to the first side, start at the top, slant down, and stop. Then I slant up to the 
other top, and stop. Say and write M with me. Say /m/. (/m/) 

Look around the room for an M. Call on children to identify the letter M in the classroom. 
Correct any errors.

Children can practice writing the letter M with the Letter M worksheet on page R1 of the 
volume 1 teacher guide.

Whole Group 2

Let’s Learn Science
Review the name of each season, using pictures as necessary. Sort pictures that show the 
characteristics of summer and winter into two jars as children name the season indicated 
by the picture. Encourage children to discuss any activities that they do in the summer and 
winter. Ask them to describe the different ways we dress for summer and winter. If you live 
in a mild climate, you may discuss the differences between how children dress for winter 
and summer in your area and how children dress in more extreme climates. 

Transition the class to the next whole group activity. You may have to show 
children how to clean up in each center.

For English Language Learners, 
point to the object as you say its 
name in English and emphasize 
saying /m/. 

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group

To teach writing lowercase m, see page  
R2 in volume 1.
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3A Let’s Practice Sounds

Rest Time

Whole Group 4

Let’s Learn Math
Call on children to say the names of the days of the week in order. If children still 
experience difficulties, sing the names of the days to the song “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little 
Star.” Then have children sing with you.   

Show children the Class calendar from the LEAP Into School!TM Hands-On Learning Kit. 
Have children say the names of the days of the week as you point to the days on the 
calendar. Start in order. Then mix up the activity.

If today is Monday, what day comes next? (Tuesday) If today is Wednesday, what day 
will it be in two days? (Friday)

Children practice saying /m/ at the beginning of a word.   

Have children move to the Reading Center. Place objects with names that do and do not 
begin with /m/ on the table. Have children sort the objects with names that begin with /m/ 
into one group and all other objects into another group. Have children go through the group 
of /m/ objects and say the name of each one while you listen for /m/.

3B Let’s Practice Writing

Children practice writing letters.

Have children move to the Writing Center. Place letter cards for B, D, F, L, M, N, P, S, and T 
from LEAP Into School!TM Learning Cards, Set 1 (alphabet cards), on the table. Instruct children 
to use the cards as models to practice writing letters. Guide children to write the lines in the 
letters on unlined paper as straight as they can. They can also practice using the LEAP Into 
School!TM Letters and Numbers App.

3C Let’s Practice Sounds

Children work with the teacher to review letters.

Have children to move to the Letter Center. Call on individual children to name the letters as 
you show them letter cards for B, D, F, L, M, N, P, S, and T from LEAP Into School!TM Learning 
Cards, Set 1 (alphabet cards). Correct errors by naming the letter and having children trace 
the letter, or write the letter in the air, as they say its name. 

Remind children about center time and the routines. Describe the centers 
to the class. Divide children into three equal groups, and rotate each of the 

groups through the centers every 10 –15 minutes.

English Language Learners may say 
the names of the days of the week 
in their primary language.

For Activity 3A, pair English 
Language Learners together and 
older children with Early Learners. 
English Language Learners may 
need help saying the names 
of the objects in English and 
distinguishing whether they begin 
with /m/ or another sound. 

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group

Teacher-Led
Whole
Group

ActivitiesActivities

Early
Learner



Ongoing Assessment: 

Before you leave the classroom, reflect on the day’s lessons.  
Write the outcomes. 

 ❖ Can children predict what will happen next in a story?

 ❖ Can they independently use the toilet and wash their hands?

 ❖ Can they say the names of the seasons? 

 ❖ Can they say /m/ and write the letter M?

 ❖ Can children write letters using straight lines?

 ❖ Can children name the days of the week in order?

4A Let’s Practice Math

Children practice identifying the day of the week on a calendar.

Have children move to the Math Center. Place seven different colored pieces of paper with 
each day of the week written on them on the table. Show children a calendar page with 
seven dates colored in using the same coloring scheme. Have children match a piece of 
paper with the correct day on the calendar. Then have children say the name of the day.

4B Let’s Practice Math

Children practice saying the names of the days of the week.

Have children move to the Art Center. Have children pretend to make plans for each day 
of the week. Encourage children to verbalize their plans: “On Monday I will . . .” Then have 
them draw a picture of that activity. They should draw one for each day of the week. 
Children may choose to write the name of the day.

4C Let’s Practice Math

Children work with the teacher to practice the days of the week.

Have children move to the Dramatic Play Center. Play this game with children. Everyone 
slaps their knees to a rhythm. The first child says Sunday. The next child has to say the 
next day on the knee slap or they are out. After Saturday, start a new game with everyone 
back in the game. 

Remind children about center time and the routines. Describe the centers 
to the class. Divide children into three equal groups, and rotate each of the 

groups through the centers every 10 –15 minutes.

Closing: Gather the children as a whole group. Have children name the 
activities they liked best and what they learned. List their answers and review 

the topics with the children.

For Activity 4C, Early Learners 
may have difficulty keeping 
rhythm and slapping in turn. 
You might have them observe 
the activity the first time around 
and then participate in a second 
round after it was modeled.

ActivitiesActivities

Early
Learner

28



Review your notes from the Ongoing Assessments. Then think about your class’s
performance score on each skill introduced and practiced. Ask yourself, “Did the children . . .”

Literacy Knowledge (Oral Language and Vocabulary) Exceeds Meets Needs  
 Expectations Expectations Improvement Notes

Learn and use words related to the seasons and weather? c c c  ________________

Respond to commands and questions and interact using complete sentences? c c c  ________________

Retell a story in sequence? c c c  ________________

Predict what will happen next in a book based on what has happened so far? c c c  ________________

Alphabet Knowledge (Phonological Awareness and Alphabet Knowledge) Exceeds Meets Needs  
 Expectations Expectations Improvement Notes

Isolate and say initial sounds /r/ and /k/ in words, classroom labels, and activities? c c c  ________________

Recognize alliteration with sounds /r/ and /k/? c c c  ________________

Isolate one-syllable words in four-word phrases? c c c  ________________

Say the name and sound for M? c c c  ________________

Math Skills Exceeds Meets Needs  
 Expectations Expectations Improvement Notes

Know that there are seven days in a week and say them in order and by rote? c c c  ________________

Locate any day of the week on a calendar? c c c  ________________

Science Exceeds Meets Needs  
 Expectations Expectations Improvement Notes

Use the word “weather” to talk about outside conditions? c c c  ________________

Tell what the weather is like outside by using words like “sunny,” “cloudy,” “rainy,” “snowy,” “hot,” “warm,” and “cold”? c c c  ________________

Say the names of the four seasons? Say characteristics of winter and summer? c c c  ________________

Social Studies Exceeds Meets Needs  
 Expectations Expectations Improvement Notes

Name goods and services and tell different ways we pay for them? c c c  ________________

Understand how buying goods or services online is like buying goods and services in a store? c c c  ________________

Fine/Gross Motor Skills Exceeds Meets Needs  
 Expectations Expectations Improvement Notes

Zip a zipper? c c c  ________________

Use safety scissors and a paintbrush? c c c  ________________

Ride toy vehicles? Slap to a rhythm on knees? c c c  ________________

Beginning Writing Exceeds Meets Needs  
 Expectations Expectations Improvement Notes

Leave spaces between strings of letters to represent words? Write uppercase letters that have lines in them? c c c  ________________

Write lists? c c c  ________________

Social and Emotional Benchmarks Exceeds Meets Needs  
 Expectations Expectations Improvement Notes

Show independence using the bathroom and washing hands before meals? c c c  ________________

Show independence zipping zippers? c c c  ________________

Show independence brushing teeth in the morning and before bed? c c c  ________________

Creative Arts Exceeds Meets Needs  
 Expectations Expectations Improvement Notes

Use cotton balls dipped in white paint to make snowflakes in a drawing? c c c  ________________

Cut and glue strips of paper onto a pattern of a mitten? c c c  ________________

Make bird feeders by painting a piece of bread with egg whites and sprinkling it with birdseed? c c c  ________________

Tear paper in different colors and glue it to a silhouette of a tree? c c c  ________________

Use modeling clay to shape a snowman or snow fort? c c c  ________________

Vocabulary

c frost c snow c snowballs

c snowfall  c snowman

Winter
Week 21
Observational Assessment Checklist

29




