
Whole Group 1

Let’s Read a Story 
Introduction: Each day when you come to school, you say goodbye to your mother (or family). 
Sometimes saying goodbye is difficult, but you know that you are still loved. Stellaluna is 
separated from her mother too, but she is still loved. Let’s read our story. 

Remember this is the cover of our book. What do you see on the cover? 
(a bat) Have you ever seen a bat? Do you know when bats fly? (at night)  
Why do you think bats need legs and feet? (to hang from branches)

These words are the title. The title of our book today is Stellaluna. That is the 
name of the baby bat our book is about.  Can you say her name with me? 
(Stellaluna) The author is Janell Cannon, and she is also the illustrator. That 
means she drew the pictures AND she wrote the words. 

Read the book: Note: This book may be too long to read at one sitting this early in the 

year. If you find the children are losing interest, TELL the rest of the story while you turn the 

pages of the book. Once you have read the book, take a few minutes to talk about how bats and birds 
are alike and different (alike: they both have wings, fly) (different: a bird sits on a branch, a bat  
hangs from a branch; a bird eats bugs, a bat eats berries; a bird flies in the day, a bat flies at night).  
Also discuss how Stellaluna finds someone to take care of her and help her. 

Let’s Talk Together 
Lead a discussion of the book using these questions:

 ❖ What does Stellaluna do to fit in with the birds? (stands on branches, eats bugs, sleeps at night)

 ❖ What does Stellaluna have in common with birds? (They both have wings and fly.) 
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1A Let’s Play

Children use role-play to retell the story.

Provide capes or bath towels in the Dramatic Play Center so children can pretend to be bats and 
wrap their wings around their bodies. Provide real or play fruits to eat. Let children pretend to eat 
them. Some children may prefer to be birds and refuse to eat the berries. Have them pretend to 
look for bugs. 

1B Let’s Draw

Children practice drawing.

Provide dark blue or black paper and yellow crayons or chalk. Have children draw pictures of bats 
flying at night or hanging at night from branches. Suggest that they add a moon to the nighttime sky.

1C Let’s Speak and Listen

Children work with the teacher to follow directions. 

Have children move to the Dramatic Play Center. Teach children how to follow directions by using 
the actions shown in the story (fly, eat, sleep; right side up and upside down). First, give the group 
a direction. Have the children say the direction and then follow the direction. Next, call on individual 
children. Use the following directions. Afterward, repeat the activity or extend it with more directions. 
Examples: Stand up. Sit down. Wrap your arms around your body. Pretend to eat a bug or berry. 
Pretend to fly. 
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