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Classroom Basics

Now that you are beginning the second half of your year, it is time to look 
around your room and see what you need to do to make it fresh and exciting! 
Take a few minutes to think about what did and did not work well in your room 
arrangement during the past months. Do you need to move some furniture? 
Do you need to swap the positions of your learning centers? Does your room 
have enough small spaces so that children are encouraged to talk and interact with 
others and with print in a meaningful way? 

Research supports the importance of small, partitioned, or well-defined spaces within the preschool 
classroom to promote language, skill development, and cooperative play. The opportunity to interact with 
print is equally important. Establishing learning centers allows for children’s exploration and experimentation 
with materials, ideas, and language. 

As you look at your walls, refresh or replace any “tired” posters or charts. You may swap out the LEAP Into 
School!™ Posters for Modules 1 to 5 with those for Modules 6 to10. Update your Word Wall with new 
letters or words related to your theme. Change clothing in the Dramatic Play area, be sure to add new 
books to your Classroom Library, and add fresh paper and writing tools to your Writing Center. If you don’t 
look forward to being in your classroom, it is likely that your children feel the same way.. 

Basic learning centers in any preschool classroom should include:

v	 an area rug or designated area of carpet for whole-group activities 

v	 a classroom library with a book shelf and soft places to sit nearby

v	 a dramatic play center with household items, clothing, dolls, stuffed toys, 
and a mirror

v	 blocks on a large table with room for building

v	 an art center with an easel, paints, brushes, paper, crayons, and markers 

v	 a science center that includes a magnifying glass, various items from nature,  
and small toys

v	 a math center with counters, rulers, a yardstick, a small scale, and puzzles 

v	 a writing center with pens, pencils, markers, stickers, greeting cards, stamps

v	 a technology area with computers, an interactive whiteboard, and tablets 

v	 a word wall that has the ABCs, with space under each letter for words
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Each center needs to have space for at least three to five children to participate 
in small groups or act independently. Specific materials available in these centers 
will change weekly and/or daily according to your lesson plans. Activities for these 
centers are included in your daily lesson plans in the LEAP Into School!™ Teacher’s 
Instructional Guides. 

It is time for some new photos and new nametags. The children are growing! As 
you post new photos and create new nametags and cubby identification cards, take 
notice of changes. Who has grown taller? Who has lost a tooth? 

Charts and labels help children recognize print, organize their day and their space, 
and develop independence. The following charts and labels are appropriate to  
continue using throughout the school year. You may want to post the charts at different places in your classroom. 
Even though many of your students can recognize letters now, it is still important to remember: when you create a 
label, write the word, first, then place a picture or photo example of the word on the label.  

The following charts and labels are appropriate to use throughout the school year:

v	 Picture Schedule for the day, either vertical or horizontal, on which you 
can list major activities

v	 Helper Chart with names assigned for the first day’s jobs

v	 Class Rules showing what you expect, such as hands and feet to 
yourself, listening ears, walking feet, and more

v	 Attendance Graph (page R33–R34 of the Volume 1 Teacher Guide, 
I am at Home, I am at School)

v	 Cubbies with labels for each child’s name (add a photo to the 
label on Day 2)

v	 Learning Center Chart that labels each of the centers, with 
pictures on each label

Post on the word wall the alphabet that is included in the Learning Cards, 
allowing space under each letter to add children’s names, vocabulary words 
from your daily lessons, and words of interest to the children.

If you have a sink in your room, you may want to post a fresh copy of the Hand 
Washing rebus chart (page R35 of the volume 1 teacher guide) over the sink.



 www.LEAPIntoSchool.com 3

Ideas for Room Set Up

Module 6: Winter
THEME

The theme of Winter and how winter is different from other seasons is the center of 
this month’s activities. Winter typically lasts longer than fall and has a greater impact on 
our daily lives—from clothing and foods to activities. During the course of the month, 
you will explore this theme and weather in general.  

ROOM SET UP

v	 Classroom Library: Display a variety of books about winter weather. Post book 
covers and pictures showing winter clothing and winter activities. Add labels to 
new words.

v	 Art Center: Have plenty of white paint and white chalk for snowy pictures. Post 
pictures of snow falling and children playing in the snow. Add scissors and printer 
paper so children can fold and cut snowflakes.

v	 Block Center: Post pictures of streets with snow, and show buses and cars and 
snow plows. Provide crumpled white butcher paper to make snowy streets, and 
decorate block structures with “snow.”

v	 Dramatic Play Center: Provide winter dress-up clothes, such as boots, snow hats, 
mittens and gloves, scarves and earmuffs. Also include a sled or skates, if you 
have them. 

v	 LEAP Into School!™ Posters 11 and 12: Hang the posters in a small group area 
to encourage conversation about winter clothes or activities.

v	 Word Wall: Post the ABC letter cards from the Learning Cards, Set 1. Add pictures 
and words about winter weather and winter clothing. Add new words with the –ed 
ending. 

v	 Science Center: Use a magnifying glass to look at snow or ice, rulers to measure 
snow or ice, and a demonstration thermometer to measure temperatures
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Ideas for Room Set Up

Module 7: Let’s Talk, Learn, 
and Sing
THEME

This month features communication. When we talk or sing, we share questions, 
feelings, and stories. We resolve conflicts, and we learn. Writing, drawing, and even 
texting are ways of communicating thoughts and ideas. 

ROOM SET UP

v	 Classroom Library: Display a variety of non-fiction books and book covers about 
communication. Include pictures of people talking, making calls, texting, mailing 
letters or packages, or an artist drawing. You may want to include cave drawings, 
which are an early form of communication. 

v	 Art Center: Display pictures of people painting at easels, sidewalk painting,  
drawing in the sand, or signs made of neon or paint. 

v	 Block Center: Post pictures of buildings with signs painted or displayed in unusual 
ways, such as a U.S. post office that flies the American flag; highway signs with 
directions or numbers; and school crossing lines painted on the street.

v	 Dramatic Play Center: Provide extra chairs for conversations, note cards for 
writing, and family photo albums (or class photo albums). Add envelopes and 
“stamps” for letters to parents or friends in class. Also include a toy cell phone. 

v	 LEAP Into School!™ Posters 13 and 14: Hang the posters in a small-group area 
to encourage conversation about the post office and mail. Hang action words  
ending in –ing.

v	 Word Wall: Add words about emotions (angry, happy, sad). Also add words about 
the post office and mailing, focusing on –ing words.

v	 Math Center: Display numbers with appropriate number of dots for numbers 
1-10; pictures of objects in a row (birds, balloons, cars).
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Ideas for Room Set Up

Module 8: Spring
THEME

This month focuses on the theme of Spring. Spring is a time filled with new growth, 
from plants to insects to baby animals. There are so many opportunities for science 
and outdoor learning—from new vocabulary to observing plants and animals to 
growing vegetable plants. Welcome to spring! 

ROOM SET UP

v	 Classroom Library: Display book covers of spiders, frogs, and baby animals. Also 
display covers of growing vegetable plants. Include both fiction and non-fiction 
books. 

v	 Block Center: Post pictures of farmlands, with tractors plowing fields and barns 
with animals. Provide strips of green butcher paper to create rows of crops or  
pastures for a dairy. Children can build fields and farms using the blocks.

v	 Dramatic Play Center: Provide spring clothing, such as light sweaters, rain boots, 
and umbrellas. Include real or play spring vegetables to cook and flowers for a 
vase.

v	 LEAP Into School!™ Posters 15 and 16: Hang the posters in a small-group area 
to encourage conversation about spring plants (vegetables and flowers) and baby 
animals.

v	 Word Wall: Add action words ending in –ed and words describing food and 
flowers. 

v	 Science Center: Add silk worms and leaves, tadpoles and creek water, turtles or 
toads (in a dry aquarium), flower buds and blossoms, and bird’s nests.
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Ideas for Room Set Up

Module 9: Animals
THEME

Animals always fascinate children, from family pets to cows and pigs on a  
farm to elephants and lions that can be seen in city zoos and wild-life parks.  
This month features animals. Our language is rich with animal names,  
including the many plurals that differ from their singular words and baby 
animal names that differ from adult names. In addition, we discuss animal  
coats (fur or feather) and meals (eating grains or meat). 

ROOM SET UP

v	 Classroom Library: Display book covers of domestic and wild animals. Show 
pictures of different habitats, such as farms and jungles. Include covers showing 
different animal sizes, from large elephants to small chickens. Include both fiction 
and non-fiction books. 

v	 Block Center: Post pictures of jungles with animals and farms with animals. Make 
a large “jungle” area by crumpling green and brown butcher paper and placing it 
over large blocks.

v	 Dramatic Play Center: Provide stuffed animals (cats, dogs, and teddy bears),  
pet food bowls, and leashes for walking.

v	 LEAP Into School!™ Posters 17 and 18: Hang the posters in a small-group area 
to encourage conversation about wild and domestic animals.

v	 Word Wall: Add words with animal names and include words like “colt, pony, 
horse,” and “lamb, ewe, sheep, etc.” 

v	 Science Center: Provide different sizes of rocks, shells, water, and ice. Provide 
different sizes of plants (all of the same type) at different stages of growth. 
Include a magnifying glass and a small scale to prepare for the month’s activities.
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Ideas for Room Set Up

Module 10: Let’s Get Moving
THEME

Module 10 features private and public transportation by water, air, and land. Your 
children will enjoy learning new vocabulary and maybe have new travel experiences, 
depending on your location and opportunities to observe.  

ROOM SET UP

v	 Classroom Library: Display book covers of all kinds of travel: city buses,  
airplanes, trains, ships, helicopters, and different kinds of boats (fishing boat to 
tug boat to yachts). 

v	 Block Center: Post pictures of vehicles. Include the LEAP Into School!™ Posters 
7 and 8, in addition to the posters that you are using in this module. Put all types 
of play vehicles (trucks, cars, trains, among others) in the area, and encourage 
children to build roads and tracks, terminals, and stations.

v	 Dramatic Play Center: Provide suitcases and travel bags, paper and stamps for 
“tickets,” dress-up clothes, hats (men and women), and uniforms.

v	 LEAP Into School!™ Posters 19 and 20: Hang the posters in a small-group area 
to encourage conversation about travel, land, air, and water.

v	 Word Wall: Add words associated with travel—baggage, tickets, clothing,  
earphones, and binoculars, among other words. 

v	 Math Center: Provide pictures of objects in equal and unequal groups.  
Provide manipulatives for children to estimate quantities.
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Don’t stop here! We suggest that you add your own thematic ideas as the year 
progresses. Take notes on how the children and classroom visitors react to and 

engage with the decorations and props. Continue to add decorations and props that 
reinforce the theme and encourage learning. As the school year comes to a close, 

carefully preserve the decorations that you think you might reuse next year or 
distribute them to the children to enjoy at home.


