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Classroom Basics

Although some things are ‘givens’ in any preschool classroom (bookshelves, 
tables, cubbies, water, door placement, electrical outlets, and more), others are 
a matter of choice. How will you arrange your furniture? What will you hang on 
the walls? How will you arrange the floor space? The purpose of these pages is to 
help you make your room inviting, interesting, and colorful. 

Research supports the importance of small, partitioned or well-defined spaces 
within the preschool classroom to promote language, skill development, and  
cooperative play. The opportunity to interact with print is equally important. Establishing 
learning centers allows for children’s exploration and experimentation with materials, ideas, and language. 

Basic learning centers in any preschool classroom should include:

v	 an area rug or designated area of carpet for whole-group activities 

v	 a classroom library with a book shelf and soft places to sit nearby

v	 a dramatic play center with household items, clothing, dolls, stuffed toys, 
and a mirror

v	 blocks on a large table with room for building

v	 an art center with an easel, paints, brushes, paper, crayons, and markers 

v	 a science center that includes a magnifying glass, various items from nature, and 
small toys

v	 a math center with counters, rulers, a yardstick, a small scale, and puzzles 

v	 a writing center with pens, pencils, markers, stickers, greeting cards, stamps

v	 a technology area with computers, an interactive whiteboard, and tablets 

v	 a word wall that has the ABCs, with space under each letter for words

Each center needs to have space to fit at least three to five children to participate in small groups or act 
independently. Specific materials available in these centers will change weekly and/or daily according to 
your lesson plans. Feature your theme in different areas by changing materials and wall displays at least 
once a month.
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Activities for these centers are included in your daily lesson plans in the LEAP Into 
School!™ Teacher’s Instructional Guides. 

On the first day of school, take a close-up photo of each child’s face. Make several 
small, black-and-white copies to be used, together with nametags on the cubbies, 
graphs, and art work.

Charts and labels help children recognize print, organize their day and their space, 
and develop independence. You may want to post the charts at different places 
in your classroom. When you create a label, write the word, first, and then place a 
picture or photo example of the word on the label. 

The following charts and labels are appropriate to use throughout the school year:

v	 Picture Schedule for the day, either vertical or horizontal, on which you 
can list major activities

v	 Helper Chart with names assigned for the first day’s jobs

v	 Class Rules showing what you expect, such as hands and feet to 
yourself, listening ears, walking feet, and more

v	 Attendance Graph (page R33–R34 of the Volume 1 Teacher Guide, 
I am at Home, I am at School)

v	 Cubbies with labels for each child’s name (add a photo to the 
label on Day 2)

v	 Learning Center Chart that labels each of the centers, with  
pictures on each label

Post on the word wall the alphabet that is included in the Learning Cards, 
allowing space under each letter to add children’s names, vocabulary words 
from your daily lessons, and words of interest to the children.

If you have a sink in your room, you may want to post the Hand Washing 
rebus chart (page R35 of the volume 1 teacher guide) over the sink.
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Ideas for Room Set Up

Module 1: Welcome To School
THEME

The first module introduces the theme Welcome To School. The lessons focus on 
the school building, transportation to and from school, classroom materials, learning 
how to interact with new friends, and the rules and routines in a typical day. 

ROOM SET UP

v	 Classroom Library: Display a variety of books on the topic of school. Post book 
covers and pictures of Mother Goose rhymes. After reading No Matter What,  
encourage children to bring favorite stuffed animals to keep in the library. 

v Art Center: Stock the center with fresh paints and brushes at the easel, crayons 
and paper at the art table, and post on the wall large, labeled images of the four 
basic shapes. 

v Block Center: Post pictures of schools and different modes of ground transportation: 
trucks, school bus, city bus, taxi, cars (see Poster 19). 

v Dramatic Play Center: Provide dress-up clothes, dolls, dishes and play food, and 
paper and pencils for writing. After reading Whistle for Willie, post on the wall 
photos of children’s pets. 

v LEAP Into School!™ Posters 1 and 2: Hang the posters in the small-group area to 
encourage conversation about school.

v Word Wall: Post the ABC letter cards from the Learning Cards, Set 1. Place each 
child’s name card under the first letter of his or her name. Add a photo of the child 
to the name card on Day 2.

v Science Center: Hang labeled pictures or models of the sun and the moon with 
pictures of day and night.

Setting Up A Preschool

TM



 www.LEAPIntoSchool.com 4

Ideas for Room Set Up

Module 2: All About Me
THEME

The theme this month is All About Me. The lessons focus on the child and his 
or her family. You and the children will examine similarities and differences in 
individuals and family structures. Children also learn to identify their five senses 
and basic good health practices. 

ROOM SET UP

v	 Carpet Area: Create a chart showing the parts of a book: cover, spine, title, 
author, and illustrator.

v	 Classroom Library: Add new books on the topics of self or family. Post colorful 
pictures of a variety of families in different settings.

v	 Art Center: Post labeled swatches of basic colors: red, yellow, blue, green, 
orange, purple, brown, black.

v	 Block Center: Hang pictures of individual houses, apartments, townhomes, and 
mobile homes. Add pencils and paper to draw designs or label the buildings.

v	 Dramatic Play Center: Add men’s and women’s hats and dress shoes, crutches, 
and/or a wheel chair. Also add a full-length mirror to the center. 

v	 LEAP Into School!™ Posters 3 and 4: Hang posters in the small-group area to 
encourage conversation about children and families.

v	 Word Wall: Add new pictures and labels related to the five senses. 

v	 Math Center: Move last month’s large basic shapes from the wall by the Art 
Center to the wall by the Math Center. Add counters and manipulatives, paper, 
and pencils.

Setting Up A Preschool

TM



 www.LEAPIntoSchool.com 5

Ideas for Room Set Up

Module 3: Fall
THEME

The season of Fall is featured this month. The lessons focus on the concept of the 
fall season, fall fruits and vegetables, gardening (roots, stems and leaves), and fall 
outdoor activities. 

ROOM SET UP

v	 Carpet Area: Post pictures of fall activities, such as fall leaves and raking, playing 
football, harvesting. Post pictures of fall foods, such as turkey and dressing, apple 
or pumpkin pies.

v	 Classroom Library: Create a new chart for “Parts of a Story,” using the Story 
Structure cards on page R29 of the LEAP Into School!™ Teacher’s Instructional 
Guide, Volume 1. Include main character, setting, problem, and solution. 
(Remember, this format applies only to narrative text. Expository text has a 
different format.)

v	 Art Center: Create a garden mural with foods growing above and below the 
ground, including carrots, celery and spinach. Add labels, such as roots on the 
pictures of the carrots, stems on the picture of the celery, and leaves on the 
picture of the spinach.

v	 Block Center: Create a large tree trunk and limbs from crushed brown butcher  
paper and attach them to the wall or a corner. Throughout the month, have 
children add fall leaves using colored construction paper. 

v	 Dramatic Play Center: Add a broom-rake, garden gloves, sun hats, rubber boots, 
spade, and a house broom with dustpan. 

v	 LEAP Into School!™ Posters 5 and 6: Hang these posters in the small-group area 
to encourage conversation about the season, seasonal activities, and foods.

v	 Word Wall: Add new pictures and labels related to fruits and vegetables, seasonal 
activities, and fall weather.

v	 Math Center: Post pictures of fruits organized by colors into A/B patterns: red, 
blue, red, blue… or by category:banana, apple, banana, apple, banana... 

v	 Writing Center: Add paper, crayons without paper wrapping, and a variety of 
leaves. Have children make leaf rubbings, “write” their names on them, and hang 
them in the classroom windows.
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Ideas for Room Set Up

Module 4: Community Helpers
THEME

This month features Community Helpers. The lessons of this theme will focus on 
the variety of careers available in a community. Children will learn of various career 
opportunities from becoming fire-fighters to doctors, from chefs to police officers, 
and more. 

ROOM SET UP

v	 Carpet Area: Post pictures of people working, such as a truck driver, a police 
officer, a nurse, a doctor, a teacher, and a construction worker.

v	 Classroom Library: Create a “Know, Want to Know, Learned (KWL)” chart for the 
expository (non-fiction) books that will be read this month. Use both pictures and 
words on your charts.

v	 Art Center: Copy and cut out the community helper cards on pages 
R31 and R32 of the LEAP Into School!™ Teacher’s Instructional Guide, 
Volume 1. Have the children color them and hang them around the 
classroom. 

v	 Block Center: Add small trucks, firefighter and police hats, and 
boots. Hang a city street map and pictures of service trucks. 

v	 Dramatic Play Center: Add equipment for a medical office. 
Include white shirts (for doctors’ or nurses’ coats), stethoscopes, 
note pads, and pencils.

v	 LEAP Into School!™ Posters 7 and 8: Hang these posters in the 
small-group area to encourage conversation about the different 
types of community helpers and their roles in the community.

v	 Word Wall: Add new pictures and labels related to community 
helpers.

v	 Math Center: Post around the room large shapes of the numerals 1 to 5.  
Next to each numeral, place a card containing the printed word and pictures 
of the corresponding number of objects. 
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Ideas for Room Set Up

Module 5: Celebrations
THEME

This month introduces the theme of Celebrations. The lessons focus on the 
celebrations of winter holidays: New Year’s Day, birthdays, Martin Luther King 
Day, President’s Day. 

ROOM SET UP

v	 Carpet Area: Post pictures of people celebrating, such as pictures of birthday 
parties, family dinners, and parades. Add a large calendar or chart noting each 
child’s birthday

v	 Classroom Library: Add book covers showing celebrations. Post pictures and 
photographs of people celebrating—from family times to national holidays. 

v	 Art Center: Add ribbons, bows, small boxes, wrapping paper, and tape so children can 
create “gifts”. Draw pictures or write notes, and place the notes in the children’s cubby 
or in an envelope or box for notes. 

v	 Block Center: Post pictures showing different sizes, such as buildings that are tall and 
taller, bridges that are wide and wider, or animals that are short and shorter. Include 
the words tall/taller, wide/wider, heavy/heavier, short/shorter. Encourage children to 
create structures with large or small blocks or toys showing different sizes. 

v	 Dramatic Play Center: Add cooking utensils and foods, aprons, a chef’s hat, and 
eating utensils.

v	 LEAP Into School!™ Posters 9 and 10: Hang posters in the small-group area to 
encourage conversation about the different types of celebrations. (In your discussions, 
emphasize active verbs ending in –ing.)

v	 Word Wall: Add pictures and labels related to celebrations.

v	 Math Center: Post around the room large shapes of the numerals 6 to 10. Next 
to each numeral, post a card containing the printed word and pictures of the number 
of objects. You may want to add these new numerals to the one for numerals 1 to 5, 
or create a new display.

We hope you enjoy these room and center suggestions. By decorating and  
organizing your classroom into centers, you can prepare your children to become 

independent active learners in comfortable, but engaging environment. 


